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VICTOR AME D Es II. 
4 Late King of Sardinia, 
1 With His : 
| Confinement in the Caſtle of Rivole; 
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Shewing the real Motives, which induc'd | 
that Prince to reſign. the Grown in Favour | 
of his Sn CHARLES EMANUEL the preſent 1 
King : As alſo how he came to repent of 1 
his Reſignation, with the ſecret Reaſons that 
urg'd him to attempt his Reſtauration. 
In a LETTER from the Marquis de T*,*,* ĩð 
a 2 Piemontois, now at the Court of Poland,. 
I0o rhe Count de C / ““ in London. 


/ En. tar tos dar. 


- 


Quad his diebus noſtris evenit vere inſigne & memora- 13 
bile, pens incredibile opus eſt; tamen conſiderando gravifſima | 4 
Regis peccata, & ſpecialem Dzi OmnirorexTis in hac re | 


PRovipex'rIAn, & quam inuſſtato & mirabili modo juſtiſſi- 
; mam voluntatem Sv erga iplam impleverit ; omnino & fir- 
| miter credo. Sixti quinti Pont Max, De Henrici tertii morte, 
2 Tn) Rome in Conſiſtorio Patrum habitus, 11 Septembris, 
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HE particular Friendſhip 1 
T6 formerly profeſs'd you, was, 
I muſt own, in ſome manner 
leſſen'd, when forc'd to leave 
my Native Country, my Re- 
* lations and Friends, in order 
to embrace the generous Offers made me by 
King Auguſtus, after my late Hvereign the 
King of Sardinia, at my Return from * Eug- 


land, had diveſted me of all I poſſeſs'd. For, 


as at that time you were in Favour with your 


Prince, and J utterly diſgrac'd ; I conſider'd 
you as a Man, who had forſaken me to gra- 
tify your Maſter's violent Inclinations; as it 
is generally the way —_— Court tiers on | the | 
like Occaſion. 


* WT 3 With ; 
* The Marquis de T- —— was twice ſent over to Ens land | 


cię 


with the Character of Ey to that Court, during the 


of Kang Vier. 


i [4 J 
|| With this Notion 1 thought it not proper 
j to take my Leave of you, at my departing 
| from Turin; but being ſince- inſorm'd of the 
li Miafortunes you have labour'd under, for 
| having endeavour'd to deliver our Nation from 
the Tyranny of the Clergy, and maintain the 
Rights of your Sovereign againſt the Uſurpa- 
|| tions of the Church: J am now intirely re- 
1 claim'd from the prejudic'd Opinion I had 
then conceiv'd of you, and convinc'd the evil 
Puactices of that Court have not been able to 
produce any Alteration in your Morals, nor 
alienate that Zeal, which you ever ſhew'd 
for the Publick Gt e 
As we have been Fellow Sifſerers oder the IH 
ſame Oppreſſion, we ought the more to ſim- 
pathize in Affection to each other. My Dif: 
grace ſprung from too great an Application 
to the Service of a Prince, who not ſupplying. 
| me with a Maintainance ſuitable to the Cha- 
1 racter he had conterr'd on me, put me under 
tue Neceſſity of ſpending the greateſt Part of 
my own Eſtate, with which he then ſeem'd 
to be well pleas d: But as ſoon as his Turn 
Was fervd, and he had no farther Occaſion 4 
for me, tho' at the ſame time he knew him- | 
ſelf oblig'd in Honour and Juſtice to reward 
my Loyalty and long Services; then, J ſay, 
he upbraided me with Extravagance and Pro- 
Uigality, | and inſtead of making me ſome 
Amends 
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[5] CE. 
Amends for the conſiderable Loſſes I had ſuſ- 
ſtain'd in promoting his Advantage, he dif- 
poſſeſsd me of all I was Maſter of, by a ge- 
neral Reduction of the Fiefs and Crown Lands, 
which in former Times had been alienated 
by his Predeceſſors in Favour of their Subject, 
either for ready Money, or by a voluntary 
Grant in Conſideration: and Acknowledgment 
of ſome ſingular Service they had done their 
* Sverergns 3, by which Act of Injuſtice he re- 
duc'd me to the utmoſt Neceſſity ; which was 
ſo much the greater, that neither my Friends 
nor Relations dared: to offer me the leaſt Aſ- 
ſiſtance, for Fear of incurring his Diſpleaſure 
anc: Indignation, ‚ 79 
Your Fate, Sir, as I am told, has had the 
ſame Viciſſitude with mine. For, after hav- 
ing made your beſt Efforts to ſerve your 
Prince, whilſt he was at Variance with the 
| Pope, and that he had put in Practice thoſe 
excellent Iyſtrafons, which you had laid be- 
fore him in 4 Mriting for the Limitation of 
the exorbitant Power of the Clergy in his Do- 
e z 


*The King of Sardinia caus'd this Reduction to be made 
the Fear after the Invaſion of the Spaniards in Sicily, in 
order to. defray: himſelf: of the large Sums of Money, 
which he. had ſupply'd. the [mperialifis with, to engage # 
 & them:to act on that Occaſion; by which Reduction he 
beggar'd the major Part of his Nobility. _ 5 
1 +. The Count de C——, to whom this Letter was 
wrote, being in London in the Year 1728, ſent a Treatiſe 
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' "ingly, is the Subject of the great Difference at 
between the Courts of Turin and Rome. 


(61 


minions; he reconcil'd himſelf to the Court 
of Rome, and deliver'd you up a Sacrifice to 
the implacable Hatred of the Prieſts. Happy 


were you to have timely diſcover'd his evil 
Intentions, and avoided your fatal and inevi- 
table Ruin, then ſo near at Hand, by taking 
a Sanctuary in England] a Nation to whoſe 
Merit I am no Stranger, and who has ever 

glory'd in protecting thoſe, who, oppreſsd 
by Tyranny, have endeavour'd to ſhake off 


the oke. | 


Now, Sir, as you have had the good For- 
tune to eſcape the Perſecutions of your Ty- 
rants, I ſhall acquaint you with ſome Particu- 


lars, by which you will ſee in what Manner 
Providence has thought fit to puniſh the Author 


a 


to Kin Victor, intitled „Diſcours Hiſtoriques E Politiques, 
which he had compos'd by that Prince 


s Order; and in 
the laſt Diſcourſe he propos'd 12 Articles to the King, 
who caus'd fix of them to be put in Execution before he 


_ abdicated the Crown, viz. I. That the Schools of the Fe- 
ſuites and other Clergymen ſhould be ſuppreſs d. 2. That 
his Subjects ſhould make no Free Gifts to the Churches. 

3. That all the Eccleſiaſtical Fendt might be liable to the 


Taxes and Duties of the Government, upon the ſame 
Footing with his other Subjects. 4. That the Churches, 


for the Future, ſhould not be Sanctuaries for Criminals. 
5. That the Inguiſttion ſhould be diveſted of its Tyrannical 


Poever, by appointing a ſecular Judge to be preſent at the 
Trials, and that all Sentences whatſoever ſhould be void 


without his Vote: And the 6th was, That the King ſhould 


take Poſſeſſion of all the Lands and Fiefs in his Domini- 


ons belonging to the Poe; ſuch as Lombardore, Montafa, 


Cortanze, Montanaro, &c. which being executed accord- 
this Time 


* 
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171 

of your Unhappineſs I do not in the leaſt 
doubt but you have been inform'd of King 
Victor's Abdication, and of the unwarrantable 


Meaſures he was purſuing to be repoſſeſs'd of 


the Crown, being an Affair that has made too 
much Noiſe in Europe, for you not to have 
heard of it. But as the ſecret Springs from 
Which this Part of his Hiftory aroſe, may'nt 
poſſibly have reach'd your Knowledge, I pro- 
poſe here to give you an Account of them, 
that it may be a Comfort to you, when you 
conſider that all Crimes, at a proper Seaſon, 
meet with their juſt Puniſhment ; and that 
you may admire, at the ſame time, how the 
Juſtice and Wiſdom of the Eternal Being has 
manifeſted itſelf in making that imperious 
Prince ſenſible, that he was nothing more 
than a wretched Mortal, who, notwithſtand- 


ing his Arburary Power, was not able to ſcreen 
* Himſelf from thoſe Judements, which God, at 


his Will and Pleaſure, can inflict without 
Diſtinction both on the proud Monarch and 


8 the humble Shepherd. 


' You muſt therefore know, that the W 
having reloly'd to oppoſe Don Carlos Expe- 
dition, and prevent the fix thouſand Spaniards 
from marching into /taly, ſent a conſiderable 


Number of Forces into the Territories of 


Tuſcany and Parma, and having engag'd the 
Grand Duke in his Intereſt, he was of Opi- 


— — pq — 


[8] 


nion that it wou'd be a great Advantage to 
him, could he likewiſe bring over the King 
of Sardinia into his Scheme. To this Pur- 


poſe His Imperial Majeſty gave Directions to 
the Governor of Milan to make the following 


Popoſals to this Prince, viz. That if he word 


enter into his Party, and ſupply him in Caſe 
of Neceſlity with twelve thouſand Men, that 
is, eight thouſand Foot and four thoufand 
| Horſe, to act in Concert with the Germans; he 
would conſtitute him and his Heirs Governors 
for eyer of the Dutchy of Milan, and wou'dt 


immediately remit him three hundred thoufand 


_ Philippe, that he might be able to keep that 


Boch of Men ready to march upon the firſt 


Notice. King Victor accepted the Propoſal, 


and the Emperor cans'd the ſaid Sum of Money 


to be pay'd to him without Delay; upon Con- 


dition that he ſhould return it to him, in caſe 
there were no Occaſion to ſend thoſe twelve 

thouſand Men into the Field: Which Treaty 
was concluded and ſign'd at Milan by the Im. 


perial and Sardinian Miniſters in the Month 
of June, 1730. 


Some Time after the King of Spain Envoy, = 
who was then at Cenoua, took a Journey incog- 
uito to the Court of J. urin, and in a private 


Auen he had Witty the King of Seramia, 


RY 
14 A u- i is a Piece of M loney, worth about f four 
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SES] 
he offer'd this Prince in the Name of the King 
his Maſter, the Town of Novara with all the 
Territories adjacent and beyond the River Te- 
ſino, which are now Part of the Dutchy of 


Milan, and belonging to the Emperor with this 


Condition, that he wou'd join with him, to 


force the Imperzaliſts out of Italy, in caſe they 
ſhould oppoſe Don Carlos in the peaceable Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Dutchy of Parma. | 
King Victor having conſider'd that this 


Propoſal on the Part of Hain was more agree- 


able to his Intereſt than that, which the Em- 


peror had made him; being then of Opinion 
that England, France, and Hain had jointly re- 
ſolv'd to oblige the Germans to leave Italy, he 
_ readily comply'd with it, and promis'd the 


Spaniſh Miniſter to aſſiſt the Infant to the utmoſt | 


of his Power, againſt the Imperial Forces. 


However, notwithſtanding all the Precauti- 


ons this Prince had taken to conceal this laſt 
Alliance, he cou'd not keep it ſo ſecret, but that 
the Emperor's Emiſſaries ſuſpeted ſome un- 


derhand Dealing, and gave Notice of it to their 


Maſter : Who immediately ſent to the Gover- | 
nor of Milan with Orders, that he ſhould 
threaten this Prince with utter Deſtruction, in 
_ caſe he ſhould decezve him. Whereupon the | 
King of Sardinia excus'd himſelf as well as he 
was able,” by abſolutely denying the Fat. But 
B „„ 


(101 
his Miuiſter at the Court of Vienna having in- 
form'd him that the Emperor 8 Privy. Council 
ſeem'd diſpos'd to enter into the Meaſures of 
the Allies of Sevil, he was then ſciz'd with 
Fear and Confuſion; concluding that ſhou'd 
ſuch a Thing happen, thoſe two Powers wou'd 
inevitably fall upon him, and puniſh his Pro- 
ceeding in ſuch a Manner, as wou'd prove to 
his entire Shame and Diſadvantage. 
Thus King Vidtor being perplex'd with va- 
tious Thoughts, and not knowing how to ex- 
tricate himſelf out of ſo wrong a Sep, reſolvd 
at laſt to renounce the Crown, till the Aﬀairs 
then depending had taken another Turn; by 
which means he propos'd to ſhelter bimſctf - 
from the approaching Horm, and by a feigned 
Abdication, filence thoſe who might exclaim 
againſt him, for having broke off the Engage- 
ments he had enter'd into not long before. 
This artful Contrivance was indeed contrary 
to the Maxims of Machiavel, which this Prince 


had till then ſtrictly obſery'd ; but he flatter'd 15 


himſelf with ſucceeding i in his Proje, relying 
| wholly on his S's blind Submiſſion to his 
Will, and on the Affection of his Subjects; 
tho' be was very much miſtaken in his Notion, 
as we ſhall ſoon ſee. The firſt Thing he pro- 
pos'd to himſelf, was to prepare his Son by 
5 Degrees for this great Change in Government, : 
OE, and 


[1] 

and take ſome time to dive into the young 
Prince's Sentiments. To this End, he con- 
ſtantly for the Space of two Months held pri- 
vate Conferences with him before he put his 
Deſign in Execution, and at laſt broke the 
Affair to him in the following Words: 
My deareſt Son, the great Oppreſſion I now 
ce lie under, does not proceed fo much from 
ce the unavoidable Infirmities of Old Age, as 
&« from the weighty Cares of Government; 
&« therefore I have a ſtrong Inclination to re- 
tire ſome Time from Court, in order to give 
n Receſs to my Mind, and intruſt you with 
ee the Adminiſtration of Affairs. I am ſenſible 

the Taſk is very laborious, and greatly fear, 

«© you are not able at your Years to manage ſo 
cc difficult an Undertaking ; ſpecially confider- 
&« ing the ſmall Experience you have in Matters 
© of Fate: For you well know I never let you 
& into the Miſteries of Politicks, + nor truſted 
cc any one with the Helm of my Kingdom. 1 
“ alone have govern'd my Subjefs till now, 
« without the Aſſiſtance of any Miniſter. 
„ This is an Art you cannot acquire but by a 
“ Jong and continual Practice: For which rea- 


a 


© fon you will be under the abſolute Neceſſity 


cc o having a Mentor near you to direct your 
B „ 6 Actions 


+ Arcana Imperii. 
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Actions in the Infancy of your Reign, and 
enable you to maintain and improve that 


„ 


_ « Power, with which I now intend to inveſt 


« you: But as it is dangerous for a Prince, to 
4 place his whole Confidence in one fingle 


* 


„ Man amongſt his Subject; I have choſen to 


& 


La) 


be myſelf your Director, till you have at- 
tain'd a ſufficient Capacity to govern by 
yourſelf: Upon theſe Conditions I have 


£ 


* 


c 


>. a 


ec reſolv'd to renounce the Crown in your Fa- 


« your: Therefore conſider well how far they 


“ may be agreeable to you. 


The Prince of Piemont, in Anſwer to the 
King's Propoſal, told him in a reſpectſul Man- 
ner; © That his Majeſty might act according 


4 to his own Pleaſure, and aſſure himſelf, 
© that he would be obedient and faithful to 


« him as long as he livd: That whether his 
Majeſty diveſted himſelf of the Royal Au- 


qe 


« thority, or continued on the Throne, he 


c wou'd make it his inviolable Duty to obey 


-. "al Is; Commands : Ina Word, he pro- 
4 mis to pay him the Reſpect tne 00 a Father, 
c and the Submiſſion he ow'd to a Sovereign, 
„ Whatever Change might come to paſs. 
This Declaration often repeated by a young 
Prince, who as yet was not ſkill'd in Diſſimula. 
tion, made ſo pleaſing an Impreſſion on the 
Old King, that he reſoly'd no longer to ſuſpend 


the 


i 


{ 13 ] 


the Execution of a Deſign which he thought 
would intirely tend to his future Peace and 


Glory. 
Accordingly, on the 2d of September, 1730, 


he ſummon'd the Princes of the Blood, the 


Knights of the Annonciata, the Miniſters and 


2 Secretaries of Hate, as alſo the Archbiſhop of 


Turin, the High Chancellor, the firſt Preſidents, 


the Generals of the Army, and all thoſe who 


held the moſt conſpicuous Employments at 
Court, to attend him on the next Day at Three 


in the Afternoon at the Caſtle of Rzvole. 
Here the Aing, having order'd his Council to 
meet at the appointed Hour, firſt declar'd to 
them, © That he made a general Abdication of 
Cc his Crown, and all his Dominons, in Behalf 
of his Sn Charles-Emanuel Prince of Piemont. 
Then the Marquis Del Borgo, Secretary of 


State, read aloud the Act of Reſignation ; at 


the Concluſion of which, his Majeſty made a 
pathetick Speech to this numerous Aſembly, 


the moſt material Part of it being as follows: 
The endleſs Cares and Fatigues we have 
« conſtantly undergone during a Reign of fifty 


6c Years,without mentioning the Infirmities that 

1 generally attend the advanc'd Years, to which 
© we are now come, were more than ſufficient 
Motives to render the Weight of Govern- 

« ment too grievous and burthenſome to us. 


© Beſides, | 


“ ſay, were powerful enough to induce us to 


c« 


cc 


FT: 


© is ne. 
Beſides, as we are now proceeding towards 
our Ena, and begin to look upon Death as a 


c“ Fate, to which Hvereigus and Subjects muſt 


« equally ſubmit,we think ourſelves oblig'd, in 


« 


cc 


cc 


(c 
ec 


cc 
cc 


„ 
cc 


Conſcience, to fix ſome Interval betwixt the 
Throne and the Grave. Theſe Motives, we 


the Reſolution we have taken; and fo 
much the more, as they ſeem to be fe- 
conded by the Hand of Providence, who 
hath given us a Sn worthy of being our 


Hucceſſor, and qualify'd for the Government 


of our Kinzdom, being endow'd with all 


thoſe Accompliſhments as are becoming a 
good Prince. 


We are therefore determiu d, without any Y 


farther Deliberation, to renn to him our 
ſupreme Authority over all our Domimzons, 


by a ſolemn Act ſign'd this Day, with our 1 


own Hand: Being reſolv'd to paſs the Re- 


mainder of our Life in Peace, free from 


all Publick' Affairs: And we entreat you to 
ſerve and obey the King, our well-beloved 


Sn, with the ſame Affection and Loyalty 


which we ever experienc'd in you; aſſu- 


ring you at the ſame time, that we have 5 


earneſtly recommended you to his Royal 
Protection, Se 


Upon 


: 


[5] 
Upon his Aldication he reſerv'd to himſelf a 
yearly Income of Fifty Thouſand * Crowns, and 
appointed only ſuch of his Officers and Ser- 
vants to attend him, as were abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary. He likewiſe declar'd, that he had 


made Choice of the Caſtle of "ant vi for his 


; | Retirement ; : for which Place he ſet out a 
few Days after, being then in the 64th Year 
of his Age, and a Widower from the 26th of 


Auguſt, 1728. 
King Victor, at his an From Piemont, 
had left behind him a favourite Mifire/s nam d 


the Counteſs of K. Sebaſtien z and as this Laay 


makes one of the chief SubjcHs of his Hiſtory, 
it will not be i improper to give you a juſt Idea 


of her Perſon : For, tho' you have been ac- 
quainted with her many Years, and that you 
are even related to her, I am confident there 
are ſome things I can inform you of con- 
cerning her, which I belicys have eſcap'd 
your Knowledge. 


Her Maiden Name, as you know, was Ma- 


demoiſelle de Cumiane; and being of a noble Ex- 
traction, ſhe was appointed, at the Age of Six- 
teen, one of the Mazas of Honour to 7 Madame 


Royal, 
* The 8 Ouos 3 is worth four Shillings SterL 
+ This Princeſs was educated at the Court of France, 


| being Daughter of the Duke of Nerger, who was kill'd 


in a Duel d the Duke of Beaufort: Upon which Account 
Lewis XIV. made a ſevere Law, by which Duels are ex- 


Fry 2 upon Pain of Death. 
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4 Royal, Mother to King Victor. This Prince, 
1 who was then about thirty Years old, took 4 
| more Delight in making his Addreſſes to te 
| Fair, who were numerous at his Mother's 

'Y Court, than converſing with his Miniſters upon 


| tedious and difficult Matters of State ; and 
| | what made this Kind of Life the more plea- 


ſing to him, was, that this Princeſs, being a 
| Lady of the greateſt Delicacy, and no Enemy 
| bf to Gallantry, would admit none to be Maids or 
1 Ladies of Honour, but ſuch as excelled all 
4 = others in Beauty. Thus the Sovereign and the 
13 young Noblemen of his Court were conſtantly 


þ ſupply'd with charming Objects, and could ea- 
1 ſily find new Pleaſures in the Variety of them, 
{8 without ever being cloy'd. 

|  _, * Our Prince having therefore fed his Incli- 
| nations on Mademoiſelle de Cumiane, over-load- 


ed her with uncommon Favours, which in a 
| ſhort Time diſtinguiſh'd her from the reſt of 
the young Ladies her Companions, by a ſtrange 
Alteration in her Hape. In order to repair a 
 Miſchance of this Nature, Madame Royal, 
who was as faithful a Confident as a good Mo- 

ther to her Sn, immediately oblig'd the Count 
f K. Sebaſtien, her Premier Ecuyer, to marry | 
her; who thought himſelf highly dignified, 
by having it in his Power to ally his Blood | 
with that of his A7 * 25 


The 
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beralities towards her, having enter'd into new 


Amours, which very much contributed to the 
Entertginment of that Price many Years after. 


However, the Counteſs had ſo well manag- 


ed Affairs, that tho' ſhe was then depriv'd of 
the King's private Viſits, ſhe had captivated his 


Friendſhip and Eſteem in ſuch a Manner, as 


to have a great Influence on the Mind of this 
Prince: So that when this Lady became a Wi- 
dow in the Year 1723, the Aing took upon him 
the Care of her Children, as if they had been 
all hisown, andorder'd an Appartment to be pre- 
par d for her in the Royal Falace, which having 
a Communication with his, he cou'd decently 
and at all Hours converſe with her, without 
the leaſt Suſpicion. He beſides made her at 
the ſame Time Dame TO; t to the Princeſs 
of Piemont. 
Ins this Station the Counteſs continu 4 till his 
Albdication; but as ſoon as ſhe was inform'd of 
5 it, being a a Woman of great Intrigue and im- 
ITN 8 moderately + 


2 This Empl loyment | is FURY the ſame with that of 
- Dreſſer to the ueen in England. X 


The Counteſs, his Wife, was hereupon 
made Lady of Honour of that Princeſs ; and 
tho” ſhe was then married, the Hing never- 
theleſs was uſed from Time to Time to com- 
pliment her with ſome Marks of his Affection: 
But ſoon after he became leſs profuſe of his Li- 


4 
1 
t 

f 


2 


_ Clergymen ſhe repreſented ; * that the Ning 
« had often promis'd to marry her privately 
& ſince the Death of his late Queen, to retrieve 
c her blaſted Reputation and the Injury done 
c to her Family: That as he had abdicated |} 
&« the Crown, he ought no longer to defer the 
„ Performance of his Promiſe ; whereas, be- 
4 ing now upon the Footing of a Private Fer | 


[88] 
moderately ambitious, ſhe inſtantly EN to 
Father Andormigha Abbot of the Order of the ? 
Fenillans, Confeſſor in Ordinary to King Vi- 
or; and Dr. Boggio Curate of St, John's, one 
of the Diectors of his Conſnience: To thefe two 


« ſon, he might without the leaſt Impediment 


K fullil the Duty of a Grifflan and a Man of 
e Honour. ©. 
With this ſhe aſſurd theſe two. ts | 
Friends, © That, in caſe ſhe cou'd prevail on 
this Prince, to make her his Conſort, ſhe 
© you'd ſtrenuoſſy ſollicite him in their Fa · 
C your, that by his great Intereſt they might be 
“ rais'd to the higheſt Dignities in the Church. 
Theſe fine Words, together with the Aﬀa- 
bility and deluding Addreſs of the Counteſs, 
induced this Monk and Prieft to uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours with the K:ng, to bring this 
Affair to a Concluſion; and indeed they found 
it no difficult Matter to LIB in their Under- 
taking: For the Sug himſelf was very de- 
firous 
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ſirous to have a Female Companion with him 
in his Hlitude, particularly a Lady of her known 


'F Abilities, to whom he cou'd ſafely reveal his 


moſt ſecret Thoughts. Accordingly he ſent for 


ber, and married her in a publick Manner; 
then having deſired the young Ang his Son to 


ſupply him with a hundred thouſand Crowns, 
he made a preſent of that Sum to the Counteſs, 


in order to be laid out in the Purchaſe of a Mar- 1 


quejat for the Children of her former Marriage, 


and ſhe bought that of Higno, which Title ſhe 


aſſum d. 
As King Victor ſeem d well pleas d with te 


| Retirement for the firſt four Months; the Mar- 


chioneſs of Spigno, who imploy'd all her Arts to 


render herſelf conformable to the Humour of 
her Spouſe, affected likewiſe tobe ſo. But foon 
after, perceiving this Prince began to ſhew a 
Di.iſlike to his Habitation, and often talk'd of 
making ſome Repairs to the Building, ſhe en- 
| deavour'd as much as poſlible to diſſwade him 
from ſuch a Deſign; repreſenting that it 
would be of no*Advantage to lay out Money up- 
on an Old Caſtle, which was falling to ruin on 
all Sides, and that it were needleſs to make 
any thing beautiful or convenient there, whilſt 
he had ſo many fine Palaces in Piemont to 


178 chuſe for his TORI and ſpecially the .. 
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his Health than that of Savoy. 


Lo] 


mate of that Country being more beneficial to 


With Arguments of this Kind, the cunning 


 Marthioneſs was ſtriving to give her Huſband 


an Averſion for Chambery, and thereby inſpire 
him with a Longing to return into his Native 


Country: But in this Point ſhe only crowded 
his Head with ſuperfluons Thoughts, without 
being able to bring him to a Determination, 


in as much as he was reſoly'd to live ſome time 


diſtant from Court, the better to conceal his 
private Schemes. The Marchioneſs was indu- 
ced by other Reaſons than that of her Prince's 


Health, to entreat him ſo earneſtly to return 


into Piemont; but her Intention was not to 
reveal them, till ſhe had firſt diſcover'd, whe- 
ther or no they might be acceptable to him. 


To this End, ſhe put all her winning Fond- 


neſs in practice to inſinuate herſelf the more 
in her Spouſe's good Graces; and ſhe prov'd ſo 
ſucceſsful, that at laſt this Mes told her one | 
Day, Thar, ſhe might be eaſy, for in a ſhort | 
Time he would gratify her Deſires; his In- 
tention not being to paſs the Remainder of 
his Days at Chambery, tho he had made his 
Son believe it, when he aalen the en E 
to him. 2 5 
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After 


1 i was of Opinion, that ſhe might without 


= Aa Stranger. So from that Time this artful and 


; 9 | order to find out her old Prince's Sentiments. 


L 21 1 2 
Aſter ſo ſincere a Declaration, the Marchio- 


much Difficulty dive into the true Cauſe of 
the Abdication, to which ſhe, till then, was 


deluding Woman ſet all Engines to work, in 


She knew, by long Experience, the proper 
Seaſons, when a Woman could obtain almoſt 
every thing of a Man, which having well im- 
proy'd, her Huſband inform'd her that his Re- 
ſolution was to re- aſſume the Crown within the 
| Space of two Years. © Two Years! reply'd the 
Marchioneſs in Raptures of Joy: Why will 
“vou defer it ſo long? 
| Upon which the Prince diſclosd to her the 
| Motives of his Abaication, as alſo thoſe he had 
for ſuſpending his Re-acceſſion to the Throne, 
till the Differences then in Queſtion between 
the Emperor and the King of Spain on Account 
of the Dutchies of Parma and Tuſcany were 
ended, either by a Peace or an open War : By 
. that before thoſe Affairs were con- 
cluded, he could not come off of his 
Engagements with Honour and Advantage. 
For had he ſided with the Allies of the Treaty 
of ville before they had been able to march 
with a potent Army into ltah, he might ea - 
ſily be h by the Germans ; and on the 
„ O80er - 


1 a” [ 22 1 

3 je Hand, if he had declar'd himſelf for 

| 0 the Emperor againſt the Allies, theſe undoubt- 
/  edly would have fallen upon him in a moſt 
Wit furious Manner, had they gain'd Ground, 

t as in all Probability they would, being A 2 
iti ſible that the Emperor, jointly with him, cou'd 


oppoſe four ſuch formidable Powers, as Eng- 
and, France, Spain, and Holland. So, that 
having unfortunately enter'd into a ſecret Al- 
 hance both with the Emperor and the King 
of Fain at the ſame Time, he cou'd not 
think on a more ready Expedient to bring 


: himſelf out of this Labyrinth, than that of 

| abdicating the Crown, and perſuading his 
| Son not to eſpouſe either one Side or the 
j other, till all theſe Diviſions were accomino- 
dated, which the young Ling pa ob · 

| ſerv'd. 


— —6 


he Marchioneſs commended this Ri * 
Conduct herein, and agreed with him to wait 
at Chambery the Event of this important Affair. 


—— — 


However, during their Reſidence in Savoy, 

| this haughty Woman adviſed King Victor to ex- 

1 erciſe from time to time the ſupreme Autho- 

1 rity, he had till then over his Sn and Minifters, 
| that he might reſerve the Poſſeſſion of it to 
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Himſelf ; with which he willingly comply'd, 
For 1 commanded the young Ning to at- 
dend him at Chambery, t take his Advice 


JX rar I LOT 
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upon a Matter of great Moment; and accord 
ingly the King pay d the ſame Obedience to 
his Father, as if he himſelf were no mote 
than his Vaſſal. He likewiſe ſummon'd the 
Miniſters of Hate and ſeveral of the chief 
Officers of the Crown to come to him, and in 


4 the like Manner they ſhew'd as great a Sub- 
miſſion to his Commands, as tho he were ſtill 


their lawful Sovereign. 

In the Beginning of , 1731, King | 
| Vitor being inform'd that the Emperor had at 
laſt aged, that Don Carlos ſhould enter Italy 
with Six Thouſand Spaniards, acquainted the 
Marc hioneſs his Wife with this Piece of News, 
which was exceedingly pleaſing to her, be- 
eauſe ſhe then ſaw herſelf in a Condition to 
execute the Project ſhe had fram'd a long 
Time before. To this Purpoſe ſne took a 
convenient Opportunity of being private with 


 thePrince in his Cloſer, where ſhe repreſented ; 


“ That it was then Time for him to return 
“ into Piemont in order to be reinſtated, his 

« Sn and Subjects being as yet ſubmiſſive to 
him; For that a farther Delay in ſo tick- 
„ liſh a Point might prove fatal to him, eſpe- 

. < cially when once the Emperor and Don Carlos 
c had acknowledg'd his Hn for King of ur- 
© dinia : That he ought to conſider, ſhould = 
6 - te *yoling Prince continue any longer on 
* the- 


[ 24 ] 


u the Throne, he might in the End be allu- 


« red by the Charms of governing, and poſſi- 
cc bly would not be willing, when called up- 
&« on, to part with the Power he had veſted i in 
« him. 


This inſinuating Speech of the Marc hioneſ 


made a lively Impreſſion on King Victor, who at 
this time was more than ever jealous of his Aut ho- 
rity, tho he had in all outward Appearance re- 


fign'd it to his Sn. He therefore took a ſud- 
den Reſolution to come back into Piemont, 


which having communicated by an Expreſs 


to the young Hing, he immediately ordered 
the Caſtle of Moncalieri to be made ready for 


his Father's Reception. 


Thus King Victor and the ne ſet out 


from Chambery at the latter End of Auguſt, 
and being arrived at the Caſtle appointed, 
his n, attended by the chief Officers of his 
Court, went to compliment him upon his ha- 
py Return: The Archbiſhop of Turin with - 
the Magiſtrates of that City follow'd the King's 
Example; even the Queen herſelf accompanyd 
with ſeveral Ladies of the firſt Rank pay'd a 
Viſit to the Marchioneſs of Higno, to whom ſhe 
expreſs'd the greateſt Marks of Eſteem and 
- Friendſhip. In ſhort, King Viclor and his Con- 
ſort from that time were treated 1 in as reſpectful 


a Manner, | 


[25], 


a Manner, as tho' they had been the Srvereigns 


1 bol the Country. 
3 Thisold Frince, in the frequent Conferences 
he held with the Miniſters of Hate and Gover- 


nours of Turin and the Citadel, us'd his utmoſt 


Arts to diſcover their real Sentiments with re- 


gard totheir Affection and Loyalty towards him, 


and as theſe Noblemen had on all Occaſions 
| ſhew'd the higheſt Veneration for his Perſon ; 
he then began to flatter himſelf with being able 


to aſcend the Throne, without fearing the leaſt 
Oppoſition on the Part either of his S, or his 


Miniſters ;' and this chiefly grounded on the ſub- 
miſſive Manner, in which the young Amg al- 


ways behay'd to him. But his Preſumption 


was too great, for his Crimes were beyond 
| Meaſure; and the eternal Decree of his Puniſh- 


ment was then at a Feriod; as Lis will ſee by 


what follows. 


On the 28th of ke, 1731, at the Hour 


olf Ten that Evening, King Victor, being in 


Company with the Marc bioneſs only, ſent an 
20 Order to the Marqueſs Del | Borgo immediately | 


to attend him. This Miniſter, not ſuſpecting 


in the leaſt upon what Account the old Prince 


ſent for him, obey'd his Commands, as he had 
often done before; and being come to Monca- 


lieri, as ſoon as he appear'd in the Preſence of 


Rig: ater, this Prince ſaid to him: © Del 
DA Borgo, 
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« Borgo, I ſent for you to deſire your Com- 


„ pany at Supper with me and the Marcbi- 
| & neſs, and hope your agreeable Converſa - 


« tion will help to divert her from the Va- 
&« pours, which have grievouſſy incommoded 
&« her all this Day; and after Supper I ſhall 
« jimpart an Affair to you, which I dare ſay 


„ will not diſpleaſe you. The Margueſs 
upon this return'd % Majeſty thanks for ſo 
great an Honour, and the Table being ſer- 
ved, they fate down to Supper, during 

which King Viddor ſeem'd very chearful, 


and entertain'd this Miniſter after a gallant 
Manner. . 


Supper being over, and the He having 


order'd his Attendants to withdraw, ſpoke 
to him in the following Words: © It is an 
e exceeding Pleaſure to me, to ſee. that the 
„ King my Son hath continued in their 
« Employments thoſe, to whom I had con- 


“ ferd them: For I am certain he never 
cc 


cou'd have choſen one ſo loyal and active 
< as you are, or ſo experienced in the 


© weighty matters of Hate. Nor do I doubt 
"My 


but you are well inform'd that I myſelf 


. expreſsly charg'd him to employ both at 


© home and abroad thoſe very Miniſter whom 


5 4 


I had appointed for the management of 
80 Affairs 's Curing my Reign, 1 thereſore 
* wholly. 


[ 27 ] 
cc wholly rely on your Affection, and ex- 


4 pect that out of Duty and Gratitude you 
ce will ſtedfaſtly adhere to the Perſon, who 


« was the Author of your Fortune. 
To this, the Margueſs reply'd; © That 
vis Majeſty might as intirely depend on the 


“ Submiſſion and Zeal of all the young 
« Hing's Miniſters and Officers, as tho' he 
had never abdicated the Crown; and cou'd 


« Anſwer, that for himſelf he wou'd ſeck 
“ all Opportunities of giving his Majeſty the 
e ſtrongeſt Proofs of his fincere and faithful 
« Devotion. Hereupon King Victor reaſ- 


f ſuming- that State and Gravity, which as 
Sovereign he was us'd to take upon him, 
when ever he talk d to his Maiers, laid to 


him: 


« We are, Del Bene fo ſenſible of your f 
c being intirely devoted to our Service, that 
* ve ever diſtinguiſh'd you from all our 
4 other Miniſters, by our fingular Good- 
4 neſs towards you, and by always chuſing 
6 to intruſt you preferably to any other 
„ with our important Negotiations; as we 
„% now do, by declaring our Intentions to 
„ you. A Year is now paſt ſince we reſign- 
4 ed the Crown to our well beloved Son Charles 
« Emanuel, for the Reaſons alledg d by us at 
= Rivole on the Day of our Abaication ; as 
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alſo to ſee in what Manner he wou'd 
govern his Subjefs, that we might be able 


[28] 


to aſſiſt him with our Paternal Inſtructi- 
ons during our Lite, and be aſſured that 
we ſhou'd leave a Prince on the Throne 


worthy of ſucceeding us after our Deceaſe. 


However, tho' we are well pleas'd with 


his Adminiſtration, we think it neverthe- 


leſs our indiſpenſable Duty, for the Good g 


of the Hate in general, to take the Govern- 
ment again into our own Hands. For in 


all appearance there will ſtrange Revoluti- 
ons happen in Jtaly before it be long, 


which may prove very prejudicial not 


only to our $1, but likewiſe to our dear- 
eſt Subjefts, were they to be govern'd by a 


young Prince, who has not yet attain'd the 
Knowledge of thoſe political Arts and 


Miſteries of Hate, which are the ſole Sup- 
port of a Sovereign's Power. Therefore, 


* Margueſs, we. firſt command you to re- 
turn unto us the Ad of our Abdication, 
and then to make our W ill known to our 
* $on and his Miniſters, that to-morrow + 
without fail we may be reſtor'd to our 


© ſupreme nie, for ſuch is our 7800 S 
“ Pleaſure. * : 


The Mmifter was F mer cen at mis 


unexpected Declaration, not knowing how 


to 


Bo 
to get off of ſo hard and dangerous a Taſk: 
For on the one Hand, had he given an ab- 
| ſolute Refuſal to a fiery Prince, ſuch as was 


cou'd bear the leaſt Contradiction, he might 
have eaſily exaſperated him to a Degree, as 
he himſelf wou'd have fallen a Victim to 
his immoderate Anger ; and on the other 


Hand, had the Margue/s comply'd with this 1 


Princes Demand, he wou'd have declar'd 
himſelf at once a Rebel to his lawful Aing, 


and conſequently guilty of Hizh Treaſon. © 
In fo intricate a Caſe, this artful Miniſter 


thinking to avoid the Danger that threa- 
ten'd him, by excufing himſelf in a reſpect- 


ful and fawning Manner, told King Victor, 


That he humbly beg'd of him to conſider, 
that it was not in his Power to give him 
up his Ad of Abdicution, without firſt ob- 


_ taining the King of Sardinia's Conſent, by 


Reaſon that he had ſworn Allegiauce to him 


at his Acceſſion to the Throne, His Majeſty 
being preſent. Here the Prince, in an out- 
ragious Paſſion, | interrupted the Margueſs, 
ſaying, Del Borgo, Do you acknowledge 


F any other Sovereign but me? To whom 


“ did you firſt {wear [Allegiance ? either to 
e me or to my Ju? Are you not an un- 
„ grateful and perfidious Traytor, to one 

2285 | 2 


King Victor, who in all his Life-time never 
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ce who has rais'd you to the bigh Kation you 
c now are in, and to whom you not long 
cc fince proteſted to be for ever ſubmiſſive? 
« But I ſhall ſoon teach you to know your 


Duty, unleſs you immediately obey my 


4 Commands. The Miniſter being terri- 
ye at this 1 thus addreſs'd the 


6 f R, faid Wt If y your 2 will 40 


« me the Favour to hear me, you will find 


c Jam not the Man you take me to be. 


„ Tis true, that by your Majeſty's poſitive 
Order I have taken an Oath of Allegiance 
© to the King your Hn; tho' I ever look'd 

ce upon you as my lawful Sovereign, and 
c to convince you, &r, of my dutiful Sen- 
“e timents and Reſpect, I will bring you to- 
© morrow Morning your A# of Aldication, 


& without taking the leaſt Notice of it to 


e any one: But at the ſame time I earneſt- 
4 ply entreat your Majeſty to juſtify my Con- 

e duct with the Aing your Sn.“ This Re“. 

pluy pacify'd, in ſome Meaſure, the Old Aing; 
who having inſiſted on this Miniſter's repeat · 
ed Aſſurances, that he would make good his 
Promiſe to him; at laſt oe. n Leave to 
retire, a OM 2325 
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The Margneſs del Borgo was no ſooner 


gone, when the Prince, reflecting on what 
was paſt, expreſſed an extraordinary Unea- 


fineſs, for having intruſted him with his 


| Intentions. He then began to ſuſpect all 


his Son's Miniſters, and fear they wou'd 
oppoſe his Deſigns : He was toſs'd betwixt 


Hope and Deſpair. At one Inſtant he flat- 


ter'd himſelf with Succeſs, eſpecially when 
he call'd to Mind his $#'s meek and hum- + 


ble Diſpoſition to obey his Will and Plea- 


ſure : But then again, he was deſperately 


perplex'd with the Apprehenſion, that the 
young King, after having taſted the Sweets 


of ſupreme Power and Liberty, wou'd no 
longer ſubmit to a Father, whoſe Severity 
and Averſion to the Pleaſures of Life was 


ſo inſupportable to Youth. Theſe various 


Reflections, I ſay, caſt him into ſo deep a 
Sorrow, that he knew not what Courſe to 


take; ſeeing himſelf without either Power 
N ER abandon'd to his wretched De- 


. fiiny. Even the Marchineſs his Conſort, 
Who made it her conſtant Care in his Retire- | 
ment to comfort him, and divert his 

Troubles with her fond and endearing Con- 
verſation, was then forced to be ſilent for 


fear of aggravating him, and drawing his 
Anger upon herſelf, 


Thus 
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Thus deſolate and thoughtful he walk'd 
about his Chamber ſighing, and from time to 

time ſtarting out into furious Emotions, 

which declar'd the Anguiſh of his Mind. 


LED 
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| | In this ſad Condition he continu'd till about 


Midnight; when ſuddenly addreſſing the 
Marchioneſs, as tho? he were juſt awak'd 
out of a Dream: *Tis done, ſaid he, I have 
taken my Reſolution : Order a Horſe to be 
immediately got ready; which the Marchio- 
neſs having obey'd with Reluctancy, not 
daring to propoſe the leaſt Queſtion to him: 
He ſet out, attended by one Valet de Chambre 
only, and rode directly to a Gate of the Ci- 
111 tadel of Turin, call'd La Porta di Soccorſo, | 
F requiring Admittance into the Place. 
18 With this an Officer, who was then upon 
Duty, went in all Haſte to acquaint the Ba- 
164 ron de H. Remy, Governor of the Citadel, 
that King Victor deſir'd to be let in. The 
114 Baron was very much ſurpriz d, and cou'd 
*' ſcarcely believe, this Prince was there at ſo 
untimely an Hour: However, being re- 
4 ſolv'd at once to know the Truth, he went 
Hhiimſelf, and accordingly finding it was King 
Victor, who waited for him with great Im- 
Patience: He aſk'd him, what might be 
14 his Pleaſure? © My Viſit is to you, replyd 
— | «the Prince; and I defire to be admitted 
s without 
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tc out Delay. The Governour told him, that 
F if he had any Commands for him, he 
“ might let him know them; or communi- 


& cate his Buſineſs to him in Writing; for 
te that he could not open the Gates at that 


e Time of Night; and therefore beg'd the 
“ Hing wou'd excuſe him if he did not com- 
&« ply with his Requeſt, OY receiy'd Or- 
„ ders to the contrary. 


This Prince, after fo poſitive A Refuſal, 


return'd to Moncaliery, overwhelm'd with 
Conſternation and Reſentment. He had 


flatter'd himſelf, that the Baron would 


have made no Difficulty to admit him. in- 


to the Citadel; conſidering, that he him - 


ſelf had given him that Government, and 


that being once enter'd the Place, the Ce 


 ficers of the Garriſon; who were alſo of 
| his own Creation, would undoubtedly join 


him in order to compel his Sn by Force 


of Arms to reſign the Crewn to him, in 
caſe he would not agree to it by fair 


Means: But all his Deſigns were blaſted 


| for want of Aſſiſtance ; and he then ſaw 
himſelf neglected by all, except the Mars 
thioneſs, who was much afflicted, tho' as 


yet ſhe, knew not the worlt of his Mis- ; 


fortunes, 
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In the mean while the Margneſs del Bor- 


my ers wo — 
_— —— ˙* 2 == 
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| | go, as ſoon as he had got within the Walls 
4 of Turin, haſtened to Court, and deſir'd 
4 to ſpeak with the Aing. They told him, 
4 his Majeſty was in Bed; but nevertheleſs, 


as the Margueſs inſiſted upon ſeeing him, 
one of the Ladies of the Bedchamber to 
the Queen was call'd up, who acquaint- 
ed the King, that the Marqueſs del Borgo 
waited in the Anti- chamber, and had ſome 
Affair of the greateſt Moment to commu- 
nicate to his Majeſty. The King hearing 
this, aroſe; and ſtepping into his Cloſer, 
order'd the Margueſs to be admitted. Here 
this Miniſter declar'd to his Majeſty, that 


| | the King his Father was reſolv'd to reafſſume 
1:8 the Crown the next Day; having command- 
1 ed him to deliver him up his A# of Abdi- 
4 cation, and make his Intentions known to 
1 his Majeſty and his Miniſters. | 
I)z)he Hing, without the leaſt Emotion, 
immediately replyd; „ That, as he had 
I; | « aſcended the Throne at his Father's Re- 


. on of his Subjects, he thought it not rea- 
| = « ſonable to diveſt himſelf of his Royal Au- 
1 ce thority, without firſt acquainting them 
ce with it. To this End, the Time being 
mort, he ſent that y very Inſtant to the Mi- 
niſters 


1 0 „ queſt, and with the general Approbati- 
. 
4 


I) 


niſters of State, the Archbiſhop of Tin in, 
and the other Chief Officers of the Crown, 


with Orders to attend him forthwith upon a 


Matter of the higheſt Importance, on which 


the Welfare and Tranquility of the Nation 


wholly depended. The Council being aſ- 
ſembled with the utmoſt Diligence, his 
Majeſty acquainted them with King Victor's 
Deſign, and told them; “ That, as to him- 
* ſelf, he was ready to reſign the Crown 


© to his Father, as a Proof of his filial Du- 
© ty and intire Submiſſion to his Will: 
But that nevertheleſs he would not take 


cc upon him to determine an Affair of fo 


ee nice a Nature, before he had conſult- 
ed their Opinions. 
Here all the Members of this — Af. 


ſembly aroſe, and having in a reſpectſul 
Manner return'd the Ning Thanks for his 


_ Goodneſs towards them, the Archbi/bop be- 


gan a Speech to this Purpoſe : “ That as 
his Majeſty was pleas'd to appeal to them, 
* and willing to hear their Opinion rela- 
ting to the Subject, for which they were 
then met, he beg'd Leave to repreſent, 


cc that as King Victor had freely abdicated 


(e the Crown about a Year before, in Fa- 

« your of his preſent Majeſty, in the moſt 

6 ſolemn Mane: and declar'd the ſuſtan- ” 
E Wn : tal 
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e « tial Reaſons he had for ſo. doing, as 


might be ſeen in his Speech on that Oc- 
« caſion, which was regifter'd with the Act 
* of Abaication ; it was his Opinion, and 
e he was morally aſſur'd, the King his Fu- 
© ther cou'd have no reaſonable Pretence 


© to reaſſume the Throne; ſince he cou'd 
no wile” be diſlatisfy'd with bis Majeſty's 
* Amimiſtration, which was ſo agreeable to 


his Sbjefs, and even ſo convenient for 
«© King Victor himſelf ; having the ſame Re- 
i ſpe paid him, as tho' he were their 
* Sovereign, and being at the fame Time 


free from the painful Cares and Toils 


* of Government : That therefore as this 


Hiinde had ſo ſuddenly retracted that ſa- 


* cred Decree, which he himſelf had made, 
© and promiſs'd inviolably to obſerve; he 
* cou'd not conceive any juſt and lawful 


* Caule for ſuch a Proceeding ; but rather 
* feard it was to gratify the boundleſs Ja- 


ty of the Marchioneſs of Spigno, who, 
* ſince her Marriage with King Viator, had 


(e Oſten expreſs'd a paſſionate Deſire to be 
$8 declar'd © Queen: That this being the Caſe, 
55 as there was room enough to believe it, 
his Majeſty was bound in Honour and 


Conſcience not to depart with the Crown, 


% leſt his Subjects ſhou'd become hereafter 


Ka Prey 


J 37 1 


cc 2 Prey to the Ambition and Avarice of | 


„ that wicked Woman. 


c That indeed he cou'd not but admire. 


and commend the extraordinary Submiſ- 


© ſion, which his Majeſty ever paid to his 


« Father's Will ; but that, far from being 
“ commendable on this Occaſion, 1t might 
4 be liable to Cenſure; in as much as it 


8 | 
c wou'd inevitably tend to the great Pre- 


bo * Juice of his Majeſty and his loyal Peo- 
“ple: That as all the Actions of a Sve- 


« reign ought ſolely to be directed for the 


“ Publick Good, it was likewiſe a Duty in- 


„ cumbent on him to avoid and condemn : 
ce all ſuch as might prove burtful and dan- 


60 gerous to it. 


The whole Council highly approv'd this 
Prelate's humble Remonſtrances to his Ma- 


ſeſty, and all unanimouſly declar'd they were 
of the ſame Opinion. They were then 
going to conſider what Meaſures were pro- 
per to be taken next, to prevent the Evils, 
which ſeem'd to threaten the Hate: When 
the King was told, that there was an 


Officer in the Anti-chamber juſt come 
from the Governour of the Citadel with a 
Letter to his Majeſty. Whereupon the Mar- 
queſs del Borgo was ſent to receive the Meſ- 


ſage, and having order'd the Officer to wait 
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in the next Room, he return'd into the 
Council Chamber, and the Door being ſhut, 

he preſented the Letter to the King, who 
open'd it and found by the Contents, that 

the Baron de &. Remy inform'd him of King 
Viitor's coming at One in the Morning to 
the Porta di Soccorſo, and wou'd have en- 

ter'd the Citadel; but that he, had refus'd 
to give him Admirtance, Se. : 
This ſudden News caus'd ſo great an Al- 
larm in the Council, that it was reſolv'd at 
once with a general Conſent, immediately to | 
ſeize the Perſon of King Viator, and the Mar- 
chioneſs his Wife for the better Security of his 
Majeſty's Peace, and Safety of the Hate, 

which was in danger of being ſpeedily = i 

invaded. This bold Commiſſion was given , 
to twenty Officers, all Men of Honour and 
Ikgntrepidity, who being back'd by a Detach- 
= ment of Horſe of the Garriſon of Turin, ſet 1 
out at three in the Morning, and marchd 
| without beat of Drum directly to the Caſtle. 

| of Moncalieri, which they caus'd to be ſur- _ 

| rounded, whilſt they proceeded to King 

| Viftor's Appartment, and having ſeiz'd that 
inc, they convey'd him to the Caſtle of 
ERivole, where he was confin'd under a 
| 9 ſtrong Guard. At the ſame Time the Mar- 
. 1 of Signo was eee and 
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carryd to the Caſtle of Ceva. That very 


Night the Citadel was reinforc'd with two 


: Regiments extraordinary, as alſo the Garri- 
ſon of Turin with a conſiderable Number of 
Men; and by break of Day a Body of 600 
Foot were ſent to relieve the Officers and 


Horſe, that guarded King Victor at Rivole, 


with Orders that the commanding Officers 
ſhou'd keep a ſtrict Watch on him. For at 


his return from the Citadel, where the Baron 


de F. Remy had given him ſo poſſitive a De- 


nial, he fell into a kind of Lethargy, by ex- 


hauſting his Spirits too much with the tor- 


menting Thoughts of having receiv'd ſo bit- 
ter an Affront from that Governour, and me- 
ditating on Means of being reveng'd ; but 


when he ſaw himſelf arreſted by his own 


Officers, and forſaken by all thoſe, who till 
then had expreſs'd ſo great a reſpect and ſub- 


miſſiion to him, he became furious and al- 
moſt Mad. For which reaſon his Guards were 
forc'd to ſhut him up in a Room, having finſt 


ſecured the Windows with Iron Bars, and 


watch his Actions very nearly, for Fear he ; 
ſhou'd make away with himſelf, or commit 


ſome other Miſchief. 
On the ſame Day the POR gave Orders 
alſo for ng King Viflor's Confeſſor, his 
Altrologers, 
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Aſtrologers, * and his Phyſicran, with about 
fifty Perſons of Diſtinction, who were con- 


cerned in this Plot with the Marchioneſs of 


Signo, to dethrone the preſent King. An 
Expreſs was ſent likewiſe to the Governour, 


the Intendant General, and the Count of St. 
George Preſident of the Senate of Chambery 
with a Summons to appear forthwith at 


Turin, in order to receive freſh Inſtructions. 
The Count of St. George, who was Brother- 

in-Law to the Marchioneſs of Spigno, was ſuſ- 
pected of being deeper than the Reſt in this 
Conſpiracy, and therefore was ſent to the Cua- 

del of Turin to be examined in a particular 
Manner. The Count de Cumzane Brother to 


that Lady had alſo a Hand in it, but obtain'd 


the King's Pardon upon making a Diſcovery 
of what his Siſter had intruſted him with 
concerning that Affair. 


On the ad of October the Council met again, 


to conſult whether or no it were eſſential to 


inform the Chriſtian Princes of this wonderful 


; Cataſtrophe, and being reſolv'd in the Affiirma- 


dne; 


* King /i#or was us'd to keep two famous Aſtrolo= 


pers at his Court, vin. Il Cavalieri Giobbi and Monſieur de 
St. Duintin, to whom he allow'd conſiderable Penſions £ 


And he never wou'd attempt any Affair of great Im- 


portance without firſt conſulting them. He had, no 


doubt, ſome very Political Reaſon for it; as had many 
other Princes before him. See ne fr in the Continuation 
f his Miſcellaneous Thoughts #þor Comgts, Chap. 44- 


I 41 11 
tive; a kind of Manifeſto was publiſea, 


and Copies of it ſent to his Majeſty's Mini- 


ſters at all Foreign Courts, containing in Sub- 


ſtance; © That, the King of Hrdinia had 
been oblig'd to take thoſe Meaſures, by 
© reaſon that King Victor his Father ſince his 
late Indiſpoſition, being often diſorder'd 
< in his Mind, had after his return into 
Piemont form'd a Deſign which wou'd 
& have prov'd very deſtructive to the Publick 
Tranquility; and therefore, to prevent 
the fatal Conſequences that might enſue, 


© his Majeſty found himſelf under the abſo- 


&« Jute Neceſſity of keeping him in Confine- 


“ ment, till he was ſomewhat recover- 
ed of his Diſtra#ions: That he thought 


e jt convenient alſo to remove the Mar- 


e chioneſs of Spigno his Wife, being well 


&« aſſured that ſhe was chiefly inſtrumen- 

&« tal to her Huſband's Diſorder, by in- 

“ ſpiring him with violent and ambitious 

s Yentiments, which might for ever en- 
60 danger the Peace and Liberty of his Hil- 
ech. But that his Majeſty, who on all 


cc 


. Occafions had given ſo many evident 


„ Proofs of his ſincere Affection and Du- 
8 ty to the King his Father, was under 
« the greateſt Concern to ſee himſelf ne- 


8 ceſſitated „ 


x . — - 
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te ceſſitated to redreſs thefe Grievances, by 
« the Precaution he had taken, 


The King of France, being inform'd in 


what Manner King Valor his Grand-Fa- 


ther had been confin'd in the Caſtle of 


Nivole, and not knowing the real Cauſe, 
propos d at firſt to releaſe him. To this 
Intent, he order'd an Arm of Twenty- 
five Thoufand Men to be in Readineſs: 
on the Frontiers of Dauphine, whence they 

were to take their March through Soy 


into Piemont, upon the firſt Notice. The 
King of Sardinia, having receiv'd Advice 


of theſe Preparations, immediately offer- 


ed the Emperor all the Satisfaction he re- 
quir'd of him on Account of King Vic- 


Z tor's late Engagements, and upon theſe 
Conditions his Imperial Majeſty oblig'd him- 
ſelf to ſupply that Prince with ſuch a Num- 


ber of Forces, as would be ſufficient to 


maintain him on the Throne, The French 
Monarch being appriz d of this Agreement, 

thought fit to lay aſide his Enterprize; 

more particularly when he was acquaint- 
ed with the juſt Motives, that had induc'd 

the King of Sardinia to ſend his Faber to 

| the Caſtle 5 Naa, Pd ; 


This 


[43] 


This, Sir, was at laſt King Vifor's Fate, 
which indeed I cannot look upon as un- 
fortunate, ſince be brought it upon him- 
ſelf ; having at all Times practis'd the a- 
bominable Maxim of a Tiberius and a Nero : 


It litile concerns me, was he often hear'd 


to ſay, whether or no People hate me, ſo 
they do but fear me. But he has felt the 


| evil Effects of it, equally with thoſe Ty- 


rants of Rome, and even in a more ſe- 
vere Manner. For thoſe Monſters, by the 


violent Death they ſuffer'd, eſcap'd the 


dreadful and juſt Reſentment of their 
Subjects, at the Time when it only be- 
gan to appear. Whereas King Vitor, be- 
ing longer-liv'd, is tormented with Thou- 


ſands of Joes more cruel than Death it- 
ſelf. For they daily crowd in upon him, 


without his being able to avoid them; and 
hourly increaſe, without Knowing when 


they will be at an End. 


Thus confin'd in a Caſtle, beſet on all 


Sides with Officers and Molarers, whom 
no Bribery can corrupt, nor to whom 


be cannot complain of his exceſſive Grief, 

being ſenſible they have not the leaſt 

| Compaſſion for him: How great muſt be 
bis Pires | And. how much more ſeel- 
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ecutions of this Nature are 42 
Arbitrary Countries upon ſuch Perſons, as for Rea- 


[44] 


ing, to be impriſon'd by a Sn, who had 
always been ſo dutiful to him, that he 


fancy'd he might for ever hold him un- 


der an abſolute Subjection? A Prince, I 
ſay, whom he never judg'd capable of 


taking ſo Wiſe and Steady a Reſolution. 
In what Anxiety of Mind muſt he con- 


ſtantly be, to ſee himſelf parted from 

the Marchioneſs, who was the only Per- 
ſon, to whom he cou'd reveal the Secrets 
olf his Heart; and who perhaps might 
be treated in the Caſtle of Ceva after the 
ſame Manner as he himſelf, during his 


Reign, had ſerv'd many worthy People? 


+ But above all, how muſt his Ambition 
torture him, when reflecting on his paſt 


Grandeur, he finds he has nothing remain- 


ing of it, but the diſmal Thoughts of 


never retrieving it more? 


— 


On the other Hand, as it is now no 


longer in his Power to exerciſe his Ven- 


geanet 


I li the Caſtles of Mielans in Savoy and Ceva in Pie- 
mont, there are Places call'd Oubliettes, or private 


Rooms, wherein People are put to Death by the 


{ons of State, are not admitted to take their Trial. 


PFloor's opening ſuddenly under them, which hurls 
them down into a Kind of a Well, where there are 
cutting Engines, that mangle them to Pieces. Ex- 
enerally perform'd in 


[45] 


yeance. either on his Son or his Miniſters, his 
inward Rage and Deſpair is turn'd to ſo 
great a Degree of Madneſs, that he is in 
the Day Time often ſeiz'd with Frantick 
Fits; and at Night continually diſturb'd 
by a Series of hideous Dreams. In a 
Word he enjoys but very ſhort Intervals 
of Reaſon, and thoſe only ſerve to make 
him ſenſible, tho' too late, that he had 
throughout all his Actions obſerv'd a 
ſalſe and pernicious Maxim. He now 
acknowledges, I ſay, that it is much more 
advantageous to a Joverergn to ſtudy, how 
to deſerve the Love of his Subjects by his 
| Goodneſs, Juſtice” and Liberality towards 
them, than to incur their Hatred by his 
Oppreſſions, Cruelties, and Extortion. 
For had King Victor endeavour'd to gain 
the real Affections of his People; it is 
moſt certain, that when his Sn propos d 
to return the Crown to him with their 
Conſent, he wou'd not have met witng 
the leaſt Oppoſition; on the Contrary: 
they wou'd have been overjoy'd to ſee 


5 him reaſcend the Tyrone; 3 being more | 
Natural to believe, that they wou'd have | 
' ſooner repos'd their Truſt in a Sovereign, 


nl Vorightaels, | Wilden and Huma- ß 
nity 
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as King Viclor now does, 
drawn upon them the irreconcilable Oar : 


161 


nity had been known to them far fo. 
long a Time, than in a young Proe © 


of whoſe Genius and Inclinations they 


had little or no Knowledge. But as he 
was generally hated and deteſted by his 


Subjects, tho' during his Reign they 


ſhew'd a feigned Love for him, the better 


to ſhun his Severe and Cruel Treatments, 


the only Supports of his Authority; as 


foon as they ſaw him diveſted of the 


1 Supreme Power, they threw off the Maſk, 
and openly declar'd themſelves his Ene- 
gi mies. 


From this great and meyionble Event 
all MHvereigns and their Miniſters may _ 


learn to govern and treat their Subjefts 


like free and rational Beings, and not like 
Brutes and Slaves; by which means they 
will have no Cauſe to repent one Day, 
of having 


um of a whole Nation. | 
- I muſt acquaint you, Sir, that one Part 
of what I have here communicated to 


you, was publiſh'd at Turin by the pre- 

ſent King of Sardinid's ſpecial Command, 

in order to juſtify. his Conduct towards 
His Father Y pe: the ee by his Con- 


ſent, wy 


[47] 
ſent, after the Marc hioneſi F Spigno had 
confeſsd her Crime, and that the Count | 

of Cumiana her Brother, the Count of Ro. 

bella, and ſeveral other Perſons concern d 
in the Cabal, had declar'd the whole, and 
particular Circumſtances of this deteſtable 
Conſpiracy, in Hopes of obtaining his Ma- 


jeſty's Pardon. 


1 wiſh this Epiſtle may be acceptable to 
you, and in ſome manner alleviate your 
_undeſery'd Misfortunes; 5 4 I am ins 
cerely, 


5 E, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
* dud Friend, 
From Ds ESDE Ny 
on 29, 173% F 
De . * * * 
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